THE MOSSOVIET: is IT DEMOCRATIC?

have been the quickest available method of arriving at what
democrats would regard as a high standard of civilization.

But when we consider Russian methods from the point
of view of England, the position is very different. We have
by democratic methods gradually built up a civilization
which, while in many ways full of injustice and imperfection,
does give to the mass of people an opportunity of leading
a full and free life indubitably better than anything Russia
has yet achieved. There is in my opinion much in the
powerful drive and leadership of their one-party system, and
in some aspects of their socialism, that we must whole-
heartedly admire and from which we must endeavour to
learn. But I cannot conceive of any British democrat who,
in order to obtain these undoubted advantages, would be
willing for one moment to consider abandoning our tradi-
tional British methods of freedom, of toleration, of kindliness,
and of consideration for the rights of every individual.

Can we achieve something of the leadership and en-
thusiasm of Moscow while maintaining the freedom of
minorities and the kindly tolerance of England? That is
the problem on the solution of which the future of British
democracy depends.
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